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The Effect of Smoking on the "Small Airways." 


‘ The aim of this project is to determine the acute and chronic effect ** 

of tobacco smoke on "small airway" resistance. 

v '«' The investigators are measuring the flow-volume-pressure relationship 
in the respiratory system before and after smoking one cigarette and as a function 
. of smoking habits. Measurements include maximum expiratory flow-volume curves , 
closing volume, frequency dependence of dynamic compliance, nitrogen washout at 
different frequencies of breathing, etc. 
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a-.-D ose dependence of "small airway" function on cigarette smoke was .* 

assessed. The acute effect of cigarette smoke on flow volume loops using gases 
of different density has been assessed. A large number of presently used tests 
for assessment of "small airway" function have been administered to subjects with 
known smoking history and their comparative values in identifying smokers were 
determined. ■> 
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